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Cherry Lake and Truganina Swamp 
Introduction 
Cherry Lake and Truganina Swamp are two modified wetlands that lie within the City of Hobsons 
Bay area and form part of Melbourne Water’s waterways and drainage system.  Both sites are part 
of the Western Wetlands system, which has national and state significance values.  Wetlands are an 
important part of the waterway ecosystem, providing valuable habitat for wildlife.  They also have 
vital roles in mitigating floodwaters and improving water quality (see separate Fact Sheet on 
Wetlands - Nature's Filters). 

Cherry Lake (Melway ref. 54 K9) and its adjoining land covers an area of approximately 176 
hectares, with the lake itself covering 60 hectares. The site is mostly owned by Melbourne Water 
and as well as serving flood, water quality and natural resource management needs, it is also one of 
the most popular passive recreation facilities in the western suburbs. 

Truganina Swamp (Melway ref. 54 B11) covers an area of approximately 148 hectares and is 
mostly owned by Melbourne Water. Laverton 
Creek flows through the site to the Bay. 

Both Truganina Swamp and Cherry Lake provide 
valuable habitat for fauna such as waterbirds and 
the vulnerable Altona Skipper Butterfly, and have 
a diverse range of indigenous vegetation 
communities. 

Melbourne Water manages these assets for many 
purposes: regional drainage, flood protection, 
water quality, natural resource management and compatible community uses.  

Drainage and flood protection 
Cherry Lake originally covered an area of approximately 101 hectares of low lying and seasonally 
flooded marshland and was supplied by overland runoff from Cherry’s Creek and by flood flows 
from Kororoit Creek.  Water levels in the lake fluctuated widely and it was often dry for periods 
greater than a year (a popular use of the dry dust bowl was for car racing).  When floods did occur 
and Kororoit Creek flowed over the low dividing saddle separating it from the lake, Cherry Lake 
became wet for an equally long period.   

After the flood peak had passed and the level of Kororoit Creek had fallen, the lake discharged its 
waters from the north-eastern corner back into the Kororoit Creek until its normal level was 
reached.  If flow exceeded the capacity of the lake outlets, the lake would overflow, forcing water 
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down to the railway line and flooding the developed areas of Seaholme, to exit to the bay at Altona 
Beach. 

Historically, Truganina Swamp was a terminal swamp with no defined outlet to the bay.  It was fed 
by the waters of Laverton Creek which drained an area of 6277 hectares.   

The swamp occupied a total area of approximately 138 hectares, with the permanent swamp 
covering approximately 97 hectares (the remainder being seasonal marsh supporting mainly rushes 
and reeds).  During flood periods when the capacity of the swamp was exceeded, waters would be 
discharged across Queens Street through the reserves to Port Phillip Bay, flooding developed land.  
Such an event occurred in January 1963, which flooded the greater part of Altona. 

Expanding urban development in the Altona/Brooklyn region resulted in increased pressure on the 
drainage system to cope with the greater runoff and a growing demand to protect reclaimed and 
subdivided low lying areas.   

A drainage scheme was developed by the Board of Works (now Melbourne Water) in 1961 for 
Cherry Lake, Truganina Swamp and the lower reaches of Kororoit Creek, to protect existing 
households and to safeguard existing and future development.  The Board acquired title to the 
permanently inundated areas. 

At Cherry Lake, the Board installed concrete walls to retain the existing fill, constructed levees 
along the south and east sides of the lake and constructed a concrete channel to carry flows under 
Millers Road to the bay.  Now during peak flows, water from Cherry Main Drain is contained with 
rising lake levels until it reaches the level of the spillway, to be discharged at a controlled rate to the 
bay.  The lake maintains a constant water level (during normal conditions it is probably less than 
one metre deep). A higher levee bank was also constructed to prevent flood flows from Kororoit 
Creek entering the lake and breaking overland through Altona.  Apart from the construction of the 
levee bank, this section of the creek and its floodplain remains in a relatively natural state. 

At Truganina Swamp, the Laverton Creek channel was constructed from the former terminal swamp 
to the bay and widened to increase its ability to carry flood waters.  A levee bank was constructed 
on the eastern side of Truganina Swamp to protect residential areas from breakaway flooding. 

Management initiatives 
Melbourne Water has undertaken various activities at Cherry Lake and Truganina Swamp, 
including a program of managing and monitoring the Gahnia vegetation community.  Gahnia is a 
plant which is a vital food source for the Altona Skipper Butterfly (this butterfly is listed under the 
Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act).  This ongoing program is undertaken with the assistance of the 
Friends of Westona Wetlands and the Friends of Cherry Lake. 

Weed control occurs at both Cherry Lake and Truganina Swamp on a regular basis.  A program of 
boxthorn removal has also been conducted.  Some areas had total removal of boxthorn while others 
were poisoned and left as habitat.  Revegetation programs are being implemented in former weed 
infested areas.  Ongoing weed control is targeting Spiny Rush, young Boxthorn and Serrated 
Tussock.   

Rabbit control is also undertaken to protect environmental values throughout both areas. 
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Monitoring of mosquito larvae numbers is undertaken through Spring and Summer.  If populations 
build up to potentially cause nuisance they are treated in an environmentally sensitive manner with 
a biological control agent. 

In summer, Melbourne Water regularly monitors Cherry Lake for any possible blue-green algae 
blooms. 

Melbourne Water has also undertaken a fencing program to help control illegal vehicle traffic, 
particularly trail bikes, and prevent access to sensitive vegetation areas within the Swamp. 

Future Directions Plans for both Cherry Lake and Truganina Swamp have been developed.  Contact 
the City of Hobsons Bay or Melbourne Water for further details on the Cherry Lake Plan.  Contact 
Melbourne Water for further details on the Truganina Swamp Plan.   

Further information 
If you would like further information on any other aspect of Melbourne Water’s role in managing 
our water resources, please contact us on 131 722 or visit Melbourne Water’s website at: 
www.melbournewater.com.au.  

Alternatively, contact the Friends of Cherry Lake, PO Box 192 Altona 3018, or the Friends of 
Westona Wetlands C/- 43 Bell Avenue Altona, 3018. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


